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N'.1I'ES AND Q.DI'ES -- HIS'I(RY OF 'IHE J?CUH<EEPSIE CI1Y SCRX)L DISIRICT 

le1J... - "In March, 1841, an educational meeting ... received the repJrt of a 
comnittee, �ch had been investigating the general condition of the village in· the 
matter of school attendance. A census had been made of the children between the 
ages of 5 and 16 years in the sections west of Washington and Market Streets, and 
the rest were estimated. Of the 1,641 children in the village the comnittee stated 
that about 382 attended no school, though sone of these had attended for a few 
t:enn.s. {1 sentence skipped here} This meeting reported .in favor of an extension and 
inprovement of the Lancaster system. 'lhe Journal was opposed to a free school 
system, of which it said the Eagle and the Telegraph were 'the especial advocates. 111 

-.- Platt; p .144 

l.e13.. - ".Abraham Bockee, who was a 1DZlli)er of the State Senate from 1842 to 
1845, introduced and advocated early in 1843 a special act creating a village board 
of education of twelve members, with authority to borrow $12,CXX) for the erection of 
buildings and to raise by taxation about $7,CXX) a year." -- Platt, p.144 

- "The act was nevertheless passed April 18th and was approved at a special
village election, May 17th, by a majority of 168 in a total poll of 976 voters. It 
directed an annual election on the first Tuesday of June each year for members of 
the board of education, who were at once 'to build and funlish one good and 
substantial school house, containing two rooms of sufficient capacity to accomnodate 
not less than one hundred and twenty-five pupils each, and to rent five other rooms 
for primary schools. Ill -- Platt, p.144 

- "At the elections for the first b of e.... The OFPOSition of the school law 
put an OFPOSition ticket in the field and attempted a stratagem, withholding their 
votes until the afternoon, when they cast about 324 for each of the 
following: .... {but the menbers} were chosen with a vote ranging from 330 to 424." -
Platt, p.145 

- Persons elected "at a special meeting held June 13, 1843"; first meeting and
oath on June 20; Egbert B. Killey was elected President but he decli.."1ed the 
office; William P. Gibbons was then elected President and Thomas Austin elected 
Clerk -- The beg.inning pages of the 1843-1854 Minute Book 

- The first 12 comnissioners were elected on June 13, 1843, " ... and on the
20th ... they asserrbled in the room of the village trustees and organized the first B 
of E." -- Historical Sketch, p.2 

- "In 1843 the village corporation owned no school building and the B supplied
the want by the rental of the building formerly oca.tpied as a theater situated in 
Market street near Jay ... for the tenn of three years and nine nx:mths, at $00 a year. 

A room was also rented in the building situated on the corner of Clinton and 
ThOIIpson streets, for the same rent and same term.{ ... } 
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pay tuition, " -- Platt, p.145 

--. ''Penn.it me to direct the· attention of the friends of our public schools to 
the necessity of being vigilant and-punctual in their attendance on Tuesday next, at 
the village election when our suwlies for the SlJHX),rt of these schools. will be 
vo.ted. Perhaps it is not generally known that the opponents of the free schools are 
making their calrulations to VOI'E r::a-.N the rooney reconmended to be raised for their 
SUfPOrt during the coming year. If this is done, the.schools mJSt necessarily be. 
closed, and 570 children turned into the streets, to be educated in idleness and 
vice. -- Would it not be well to ca-11 a public rooeting, and stir up our friends to 
activity. 0." -- Article in the Poughkeepsie Journal and Eagle, March 2, 1844, p.2 

- "Resolved that . . . be a conmittee for opening the Female department of
Gramnar School No 1 on the 1st M:mday in May." -- R, .Ppril 10, 1844 

- "Th.is colored school {School No. 9} was originally established May 1, 1844,
when the Board rented the Primitive Methodist Olurch room in Olurch street, and in 
it established a school for colored children with 35 pupils in attendance." -
Historical Sketch, p.19 (until 1875) 

- Board reports they rented the ''Primitive Methodist 01.urch room in Olurch St"
-- R, May 1, 1844, p.60 // Reports that are 35 scholars in the CS -- p.62, May 14, 
1844 

- Cpened on May 6, 1844 : The Female Department of the Gramnar School and the
Colored School -- R, May 14, 1844, p.62 

- Cpened on Dec 2, 1844 : Primary School No 4 f9r Boys; reported by a
comnittee; 79 pupils admitted, transferred from the other schools -- R, Dec 4, 
1844, p. 79 

1812.. - ''Resolved that the Board will hereafter furnish pens and ink for all
the sc;hools where necessary." -- R, Nov 10, 1846, p.147 

J,W. ''Resolved that the board expect that the teachers will see that their 
school rooms are swept every afternoon after the hour for closing school." Adopted. 
-- R, February 2, 1847, p.158 

.la;Q. - Comni.ttee on Teachers report: "Gentleiren, our attention being called
to the i.npropriety of the girls and boys occupying the sanE rooms in the Primary 
S<;:hools Nos 1,2, .and 3 we deem it expedient to offer the following Resolution, 
nanely -

Resolved, 'That the girls and boys of the Primary Schools Nos 1. 2, and 3 occupy 
separate apartments . " : DEBATED AND LAID OVER -- R, March 5, 1850, p. 258; The 
resolution is laid on the table -- R, .Ppril 2, 1850, p.262 

� - P became a city {charter passed} on March 28, 1854 -- King, p.61 

�- - In July the Board notes the resignation of Josiah Underhill -- July 
31, 1856 
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-A resolution was defeated which would have transferred money from
instruction of music in the HS to modern languages -- R, Aug 28, 187 2, p. 137 

- Report on regrading the public schools, prepared by Comnissioner Bolton;
adopted. Parts of the report follow: "Text books are too much relied on and the 
children are pushed along too rapidly ... while the objective system so valuable 
for bringing out the observation of children themselves has been almost wholly 
neglected ...... the admirable objective system which prevails in many of our 
Western Cities ... most of our teachers have been educated in the old orthodox rut 
of reliance on � Books." .... ".And oral teaching and abject lessons to be 
chiefly relied on ... " -- .An adopted report on regrading the schools, Aug_ 28, 1872 

1874. - A corrmittee report, received and printed: while "radical changes" 
are being made in the course of study, " ... the aim is throughout to make the 
.i.nportant and fundamental studies, Reading, Writing, Spelling, .Arithmetic and 
Geography, the principal occupation of the pupils from the first to the last and 
let other branches of knowledge be subordinate to them ... " -- R, 2/11/74, p. 245 

.lirZS_. - A section discussing the resignation of the HS principal: after he 
leaves, there is no one capable of "giving proper instructions in the following 
classes of Doctor Jewett, 1st The class in Greek Grammar consisting of three 
pupils 2nd The Senior class in Latin consisting of seven pupils 3rd The Class in 
Chemistry which receives experimental instruction and consists of nineteen 
pupils; 4th Mental Philosophy by oral lessons ... " -- p.360, Feb 10, 1875 

- A state law passed "to embrace instruction" in drawing -- p.8, Man 1887

lfilJ_. -"The Literature class had not committed to memory any long passages 
from reviews, but had read freely and had during the term intelligently discussed 
passages from various authors. The recitation accordingly was not so brilliant 
as some we have heard this year in other schools, but close questioning revealed 
an intimate and thorough, if not superficially polished acquaintance with English 
Literature ... " ; "The other mathematical recitations ... " ; " ... her classes 
recited to other teachers ... " ;  "A new departure has been made this year in 
having every Friday afternoon general exercises, consisting of recitations, 
orations, readings, .Q.. Singing as well as elocution has also been cultivated 
during the year. " -- an article entitled ''High School Examinations", June 29, 
1877, in Adriance, 373.7 P 

_.JJ;Ua. - "A cornrrunication was received from the Principal of the High Schoo.l 
asking permission to form a class in Trigonometry ... ": Board agreed [.Has been 
taught in the past, however] -- R, March 6, 1878, p.528 

.lill2_. - "At present all pupils of the grammar or lower grades are seated 
with and under the exclusive control of the teacher to whom they recite ... " -
p.86, 1879 A.R. 

.J.001.. - "It has been the aim of all instruction, while not forgetting 
discipline ·and culture to open the pupils eyes to the world about them, and give 
each such knowledge of his own capabilities as to enable him to fall into such 
vocation for life as is best suited to his capacity and promises largest measure 
of success." -- p.5, 1881 A.R. 
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unanimously adopted: 

Reported in favor of continuing. the High School, and 
recommended that it be earnestly sustained by all the 
members of the Board, so that its efficiency might be 
increased.9 

Average attendance was only 20 students in May, 1865, one 
month after General Lee had surrendered his troops and. President 
Lincoln had been assassinated. A resolution. in. June to "discontinue" 
the High School was defeated'0 but it was resubmitted in August. 
A special Board meeting was called _and the following resolution 
was passed by a 7 to 3 vote: "Resolved; T�ft the High School be 
discontinued for one year from this date." The Board's reason 
for considering and taking this action is not mentioned in the 
minutes, although Edmund Platt says it was taken "appirently as 
a measure of economy" in his history of Poughkeepsie. 2 The
Board voted unanimously to reopen the school the next year.13 

The question ·''o·f continuing the High School" was raised again 
in 1884 when the principal resigned after 9 years of service. 
The committee assigned to consider this question reported the 
following-: "So far as the Committee can ascertain there is no 
popular desire for the discontinuance of this departm

1�t.1114 The
Board again voted unanimously to maintain the school. 

9. Record, December 7, 1864.
10. Record, June- 6, 186 5.
11. Rec-ord, August 23, 1865.
12. Edmund Pl�tt, The Eagle's History of Poughkeepsie, (Pough-

keepsie: Platt and Platt, 1905), p.204. 
13. Record, June 6, 1866.
14. Annual Reports of the City Government 1884, p.171.
15. Ibid., p.167.
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margin on the third ballot.3 The Board was immediately pleased 
with the results of its first superintendent: 

The superintendent's earnest efforts have accomplished 
much in increasing the efficiency of the schools, and the 
Board considers the selection a�ise one, and the present 
favorable conditions of the schools largely due to his 
action.4 

Mr. Burgess remained in this position until 1898. 

3. Record, November 7, 19·77, pp. 512, 516.
4. Annual Reports of the City Government 1879, p.86.

STEREOPTICAN VIEWS 

The introduction of stereoptican views into the Poughkeepsie 
Public Schools in 1895 marks the beginning. of audio-visual 
instruction as an educational tool in the school district. New 
York State passed a law in that year which provided visual aids 
to certain school districts -- Poughkeepsie received "a lantern, 
cylinders, screen and all the necessary apparatus for showing 
stereoptican views.111 The first illustrations to be shown were 
of the geography of New York State. 

Superintendent Edward Burgess noted. the benefits of these 
slides: 

These views, therefore, are not merely a succession of 
isolated pictures calculated to give pleasure for the 
moments and then be forgotten; but while they give pleasure, 
�hey will a2so have an educational value of no small
1.mportance. 

One tangible benefit of visual instruction was said to be the 
"cultivation" of the "habit of attention . ."3 In addition, the edu
cational value of these slides was supplemented in two ways. 
First, the geographical views were combined with additional views 
and descriptions of industries such as "Lumbering and Logging"' and 
"Coal and Petroleum." 4 Second, the. students wrote compositions 
on the illustrated subjects as part of t...1-ie increased effort "to 
improve the written language work of the pupils. 115 

1. Annual Reports of the City Government 1896, p.130.
2. Ibid., p.132.
3. Annual Reports of the City Government 1897, p.108.
4. Ibid., pp.1 31-132.
5. Ibid., pp.107-108.
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The Board discusses the desirability of kindergartens in 
several of the Annual Reports before 1901. In that year, two 
kindergartens were started and the Board made the following 
comment about them: 

The educational value of these institutions, which 
develop the activities of the child and which teach him to 
help himse.lf and do things for himself are beyond question, 
but the social advantages �re, in our judgment, still 
greater. 2

2. Annual Reports of the City Government 1901, p.166.

TEACHERS}· RETIREMENT FUND 

A retirement fund for teachers in the Poughkeepsie School 
District was approved by the Legislature in 1902 and took effect 
in 1903. For further information, see these Annual Reports: 

1901 -- pages 141-142 state some reasons,· why teachers 
deserve to have pensions; 

1902 -- pages 94 and 118 discuss the establishment of the 
system. 

FIRST FEMALE BOARD MEMBER 

The Board of Education made a special note of its first female 
members in its 1912 Annual Report: 

For the first time in its history, the Board has this 
year had a woman member. The work done by Mrs. Josiah 
Bartlett, who resigned in August, and by her successor, 
Miss Caroline Cossum, has demonstrated Mayor Sague's wisdom 
in appointing them.1

Miss Cossum continued to serve as a Commissioner until 1924.2

There had originally been 12 elected members of the Board but this 
was changed in 1900 to seven appointed members. The Board is 
currently composed of five elected female members [May 1985]. 

1. Annual Reports of the City Government 1912, p.153.
2. Record, May 13, 1924, p.180.
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Educational .. Hist-o-r:y; of' Pouir-5hkeeps-1e (Public Schools).,--
No. Tim.e Leaders· Events-

l 

2 

3 

1795 Governor· George. �:-Proposed F.:--ee Eagle News 
Clinton Education 100th .Anniver·sary 

179.6 · .racob Radcliffe ¾First dommi'sslon� 
ers ot·. Education 

II 

18J.4 Boa.rd ot Educa• �ld No� a School Old Files on 
tion Comm.is- Poughkeepsie 
sionera 

4 1843 William 
Gibbons· 

�'2-First-PouGh- Eagle New� 
keepsie Board of lOOth.Anniversary
Education 

6 

7 

a 

9 

10. 

·u

12 

13 

·14

15' 

16 

17 

1844 Josiah Underhill ➔•First Free 
.School 

II· 

1844 Board· of 
Education 

1854 A. J.. Cotr1n

185a Board or
Education 

185'9 George 
McClellan 

1860. Board of' • 
Education· 

l.866 George 
McClellan 

1870 

1872 

i875" 

Commissioners 

C:ommisgione.rs 

c·ommis si one rs

*Primary Schools
Start?d

II 

·:t-Commissioners of ·"\
Schools. 

�I-Old No. 3 Old Poughkeepsie-
School File.s

*First. Ae.ademic· Eagle Uews ..
Education 100th Ann�versary 

-:}Qld S. F. B. 
Morse 

Old Poughkeepsie 
Files 

· �t-Academy Mov:ed .Eagle News 

*High School Built

�I-High School Begun

.1.t-0ld No. €
l School

100th Anniversary 
II 

If· 

Old -Poughkeepsi e 
Files 

1877 .Edward Burgess -:1-First Superin
t.endent or

Schools 

Eagle News 
100th Anniversary 

· 1901

Edward Harris 

Board of Ed
ucation 

-:1-Sec9nd Superin
tendent o:t.' 
Schools 

��Livingston 
School Built 

II· 

Old Poughkeepsie 
Files 

18 1902 William A. Smith -ll-Third Eagle Newa 
Superintendent 100th Anniversary -



Educational History or Poughkeepsie (Public Schools) 

No. T.ixne·, .. Leaders 

19 1904 Board of 
Education 

20 1906 Board of
Educ a.ti.on: 

Events- rtererence-

;i-Benjamin 1ranklih0ld Poughkeepsie 
School Files 

➔}Abraham Lincoln
School 

1910 Mr., S. R� Shear ➔i-Fourth Sunerin
tendent 

Eagle News

'.l!JDth Anniversary 

22 1911 Board. or· 
Education 

Robert Sanford 

➔!-Edward Elswor�h
· Schoel

Old Poughkeepsie 
Files. 

23 1912 *Property for
New High School

Eagle New� 
100th Anniversary 

24 1918 Board of 
Education 

25 1919 Ward c. Moon 

26 1922 Board of 
Education 

27 1922 Board or

Education 

28· 1922· Board or

.Edueation 

29 1925 Board o.r

Education 

30 1926- Board or 
Heal.th 

31 1928 Board or

Education 

-:i-Vlarring School· 
Built 

Old Poughkeepsie 
Files 

�f-Fii'th Superi�- Eagle News 
tendent �OOth Anniversary 

..lJ-8-room add-ition Old Poughkeeps-ie 
to Warring Fil·e� 

*8-room addition
ta Smith

�i-8-room addition 
·to Franklin

-:�New Governor 
Clinton School 

It. 

If 

rt 

.;1-Aided ·School Poughkeepsie 19 
· Health Dept. Public Schools 

with Toxin Antitoxin 1935· 

*New S.F.B. Morse Old Poughkeepsie
School Files

32 1929 Physic.al Educa- �f-Started Carree- Mr .. Kalloch 
tion Dept. tive Work 

33 1929 Board of 
Education 

34 1929 Board of 
Education 

1930 Board or 
Education 

*Article follows

��hristopher Old Poughkeepsie 
Columbus School Files 

�t-George w.Krieger 
School Built 

It 

-:i-Libraries start- Poughkeepsie
ed in Elementary· Pcrblic Schools 
Schools . · 1935
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